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Japan Information & Culture Center, Embassy of Japan
1150 18th Street NW, Washington, DC 20036 | TEL (202)-238-6900 | FAX: (202)-822-6524

www.us.emb-japan.go.jp/jicc/
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Hiragana is a syllabary composed of 46
characters, and is characterized by the use
of curved lines and round strokes. It is one
of the three Japanese writing systems, along
with katakana and kanji. Hiragana are used
together with kanji to write word endings and
other ordinary Japanese words which are not
normally written with kanji, such as adverbs,
and some nouns and adjectives.
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